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Contigo has helped me grow in my faith.
: Contigo has also helped me mentally
AR he when | wasn‘t in a right path. I'm so
: feRea thankful for Contigo.
3 =3 =5 s = 33 — Dayanara N., 9th Grader
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From the Founders

FROM THE FOUNDERS

Dear Friends,

What a year it’s been! Contigo closed out our second summer camp in August, our biggest ever
with 66 campers, and we entered the fall doubling our full-time staff and leading a brand-new
five-day-a-week teen program, a partnership between Contigo and St. Anthony of Padua parish,
designed to give teens a safe place to come after school to study, pray, relax, and build healthy
relationships.

We couldn’t have done it without you. The generosity of our volunteers and benefactors inspires us
daily, and to witness the growth and progress of our children is truly joyful.

Our first year, “Joseph” (a pseudonym, for privacy) joined our program from a non-practicing
Buddhist household. His Catholic grandmother connected us to his guardians and we were happy
to have him as a part of our afterschool program. When we met Joseph, his knowlege of the Faith
was nonexistent and his understanding of prayer was heavily influenced by video game wizards.
Day by day, at Contigo he learned more and more about Catholicism. He made friends who
excitedly shared everything they knew about Jesus and our Faith traditions. His new best friend,
on finding out that Joseph hadn’t yet been baptized, made sure to tell him “it’s not too late, don't
worry—even old men can get baptized!”

When Joseph expressed desire to receive the Sacraments, we spoke with Joseph'’s family and
connected them, along with his siblings, to the Religious Education program at St. Anthony’s.
After a year of hard work attending classes and researching his Confirmation saint, St. Michael the
Archangel, Joseph was received into the Catholic Church at the Easter Vigil on March 30, 2024,
surrounded by excited Contigo classmates and Mariah, as his godmother and sponsor.

Inspring stories like Joseph’s punctuate our experience at Contigo every day. Here are a few of our
successes in the past year:

* More than 100 young people came through our doors for after school activities or summer camp
e Dozens experienced the outdoors as never before, hiking, kayaking, and even camping overnight

in Shenandoah National Park (shoutout to the United States Park Rangers for all their help!)

e 16 Contigo members made their first communion, first penance, and/or were confirmed in the
faith at the Easter Vigil Mass

e 4 teens gained life experience as Contigo interns during Contigo Summer

e Two new staff members joined our team, and we were able to provide pay increases to enable a
living (if still modest) wage

e All that, plus innumerable blessings!

On a Wednesday in September we were thrilled to see 48 Contigo young people crowded into the
pews at St. Anthony’s for a completely voluntary holy hour before the Blessed Sacrament.

Where would these young people be if not for Contigo? Some might be hanging out in their
apartment complexes, or hiding out in their apartments, alone or with siblings but without adult
supervision. Others might be glued to their smartphones and the lures of social media. One of our
teens told us recently that his typical screen time had been eight hours a day, but during summer
camp it plunged to under three. The difference is having someplace to go, to learn, to grow, to be
inspired. As some of our kids say, when we're at Contigo, “we're home.”

Now as we enter our fourth year, with the after-school program back in full swing and the Teen
Center just taking off, we are grateful for our accomplishments and awed by how much more
there is still to do. Our teens are reveling in having a place of their own, with a coffeehouse vibe
(countertops and stools for homework, a sofa for relaxing, drinks and snacks, and opportunities
for prayer, discussion, mentorship, and more). But getting them there from four different area high
schools is a challenge and a half. We could double attendance immediately—if only we could hire
a part-time bus driver to bring them to us! We have access to a bus and we know a trustworthy
driver ... now, if we could just raise the $10,000 to make this dream come true.

Not that we aren’t grateful for all we have. Our growing list of donors is a reminder that all around
us are people who see the hope and potential in children whose parents are often new to this
country, working multiple jobs to make ends meet, and struggling to overcome a language barrier
and other challenges. At Contigo, we understand that to help the children often means helping the
parents, assisting them in accessing available county and educational services, and sometimes just
providing a shoulder to lean on and a safe haven for their children.

Your continued support is vital for continuing this important work. Together, we are creating a
brighter future for the children and teens in our community!

With heartfelt appreciation,

M) J 7 Monrparony”

MARIAH NAEGELE & BULAY MINANO

Founders

From the Founders




CONTIGO YOUTH CLUB AT A GLANCE INTERNSHIP PROGRAM

high school 300+ summer
articipants service hours
CAMP CONTIGO Partielp
rograms designed school year
6 Youth 3 40 Hours of Days camping & hiking 1 gndgled by inte?ns 250 o= hours Y
participants + programming in the Shenandoah
Contigo partnered with Justice High School to give class credit to our
Full-time adult 7 Weekly Holy Mass offered in intern for participating in our internship program.
volunteers programs the wilderness
Drop-in 30 Miles hiked
42 Peoein 8/or kayaked PARISH CONNECTION
Contigo members who received Baptism,
AFTERSCHOOL 1 First Communion, and/or Confirmation
2 Youth 2 Weekly hours of e One member received into the Church at the Easter Vigil
participants programming

e Contigo led the recently confirmed youth at St. Anthony’s in creating and
carrying the banners at the parish Corpus Christi Procession

Full-time high 6 Unique
school interns programs
Full-time adult Regular drop-in
volunteers volunteers OTHER PROJECTS
Contigo families served through
the monthly grocery distributions
BELOVED WEDNESDAYS
Youth Hours of adoration 1 Hl?rr: S\JChOOBeenSFQ?SiCIig?tgd
in the Juan Diego Futbol Clu
3 participants 1 8+ of the blessed sacrament
. . ) ) e Contigo led St. Anthony School students in all grade levels in preparing art
* Field trip to the Diocesan Chrism Mass ] for the school assemblies and to participate in the theme.
* Field trip to see the Cherry Blossoms in Washington DC e Contigo particiated in the St. Anthony’s Spiritual Response Team Meetings
° E.o.ly Tgl:ric_jay Ch:'ts;'a'é Seder Meal meant to pray for and to address the most urgent needs of the parish.
¢ Living Stations of the Cross
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CONTIGO YOUTH CLUB
MISSON & VISION

MISSION

Our mission is to empower youth to thrive by providing
consistent nurturing programs that develop virtue,
community, and a relationship with Jesus Christ.

VISION

A community of supported families and youth living to

their full potential.

CORE VALUES

QUALITY ENGAGING
PROGRAMMING

Youth grow together through living
the Faith, experimenting with STEM,
playing sports, exploring the arts, and
receiving academic support.

SERVING FAMILIES

Our staff acknowledges the difficulties
in navigating all the systems our
children and parents go through.

We help connect our families to the
resources they need.

SUPPORTIVE
RELATIONSHIPS

Caring and trained adult staff
members are positive role-models
and supportive religious adults in the
lives of members.

RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS CHRIST
Leading youth to cultivate a personal
relationship with Jesus Christ and

respond to the universal call to

holiness.
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My child has made
new friends, learned
new skills, and has
grown in confidence
since joining the
club. I am so grateful
for the opportunities
and support that
Contigo provides for
my child.

— Joanna R., Parent of 3rd Grader

BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

MARIAH NAEGELE

President

BULAY MINANO

Secretary & Treasurer

NICK COURTNEY

Director

MATILDA DONOVAN

Director

MICHAEL FUENTES

Director

STEPHEN GABRIEL

Director

TOBIAS NAEGELE

Director




Camp Contigo helps
kids grow, learn, and
communicate with
one another within the
community ... It helps
them grow closer to
God everyday.

— Giovana J., Parent of 6th
grader, Kindergartener, and
High School Intern

PROGRAM OVERVIEW
CAMP CONTIGO

This year'’s Camp Contigo hosted 66 children for seven fun and activity-
filed weeks in June, July, and August. Monday through Friday, from
7:30am to 5:30pm, Contigo provided a safe, supervised, and enriching
program, exposing our campers to art, exercise, crafts, gardening,
cooking, and outdoor experiences like hiking, rock-climbing, and
kayaking. Many of our children would otherwise have spent the summer
unsupervised in their apartments while their parents went off to work,
but instead grew in Faith, Art, Sports, Academics, and Life Skills.

All told, our campers participate in some 45 programs per week,
divided into three age groups, maintaining a vibrant rotation that keeps
them engaged and challenged. Campers have the opportunity to attend
Eucharistic Adoration weekly and Mass daily; on Fridays, all campers
attend Mass together with the rest of the parish community.

QOutside time is precious, especially for children who otherwise have
only limited opportunities to get into the great outdoors. Each camper
spends at least one hour outdoors playing a sport. Additionally, our
“farm to fork” program saw kids plant and harvest vegetables in our
garden and turn them into nutritious snacks. Campers 6th grade and
above have the opportunity to go on a field trip each week, which
included hiking local trails, kayaking, and climbing at a rock climbing
gym. In lieu of field trips, our younger campers spent additional time
outdoors playing water games.

After completing the seven week camp, we led 14 rising 8th and 9th
graders on a two-day camping trip to Shenandoah National Park,
where they searched for salamanders, stared up into the starry night
sky while a Park Ranger shared insights into astronomy, and hiked
challenging trails. They even got to participate in a special Mass
celebrated outdoors in Big Meadows.

Programs

CAMP STATS

| love Contigo because | feel
comfortable and because
of the people around me,
and for the interns, and the
programs.

— Randdy N., 5th Grader




Programs

Programs

GRADES K-2 GRADES 3-5 GRADES 6-7 GRADES 8-9
SPORTS SPORTS SPORTS SPORTS
PE Games Dance PE Games PE Games
Olympics PE Games Basketball Basketball
Soccer Olympics Soccer Soccer
Soccer Hiking Hiking
FAITH
Eucharistic Adoration FAITH FAITH FAITH
Morning Star Eucharistic Adoration Eucharistic Adoration Eucharistic Adoration
Catholic Party Holy Friends Holy Friends
ACADEMIC Rancho Mistico Rancho Mistico Mosaics
Around the World
Farm to Fork ACADEMIC ACADEMIC ACADEMIC
Mon Ange (French) Chess Chess Chess
Story Time Story Telling Penpals Mystery Quest
Time Travelers Time Travelers Mystery Quest Time Travelers
Writing Writing Time Travelers Design & Prototype
Under the Mantle
ART ART Design & Prototype ART
Music Music Clay Treasures
Crafts Clay Treasures ART Medieval Pilgrim
Crafts Clay Treasures Sewing
SOCIAL/LIFE SKILLS Painting
Daily Bread SOCIAL/LIFE SKILLS SOCIAL/LIFE SKILLS
Social and Emotional Learning Contigo Films SOCIAL/LIFE SKILLS Daily Bread
Snack-a-doo Daily Bread Cooking Team Building
Wild Mercy Waves Social and Emotional Learning World Builders Hijas Amadas
Wild Mercy Waves Hijas Amadas Men of Honor

Men of Honor

Snacks Contigo
World Builders




Programs O e Programs

PROGRAM OVERVIEW 1wy F
AFTERSCHOOL f Ty BURY AR AFTERSCHOOL

STATS

While most youth programs at parishes meet once or twice per week,
Contigo Youth Club's afterschool program welcomes our kids each
weekday, providing a safe place for indoor and outdoor free play,
enriching programming, faith-filled activities, help with homework,

and positive relationships with dedicated adults. Engaging our youth
frequently and consistently allows us to build strong, trust-filled
developmental relationships with our members, encouraging growth as
well-rounded individuals.

Here is where Contigo is truly different. A week at Contigo Youth
Club provides more hours with trusted adults and like-minded
peers that an entire calendar year of conventional parish youth
programs. Perhaps that’s why the Arlington Catholic Herald wrote that
Contigo “has a new approach to youth ministry entirely. a2

s

S 7]
o7 RS

L

As in the summer, club members cycle through multiple programs
divided by age and gender, experiencing a different series of programs
each afternoon. Every eight weeks a new set of programs are
introduced, ensuring a variety of activities and opportunities, while also
setting aside time for homework, tutoring, and academic and spiritual
enrichment. Holy days are celebrated, and the children are exposed to
the rich cultural traditions of the Catholic Faith. In the fall, we celebrate
All Saints Day, make an Advent wreath, and celebrate St. Nicholas; in
the spring, we have a Living Way of the Cross, a Holy Thursday Meal,
attend the diocesan Chrism Mass, and celebrate Our Lady’s Birthday.
And all year long we celebrate saints’ Feast Days.

My favorite Contigo
memory from this school
year is when | would have
track practice and they
would cheer for me.

—Allison G., 9

" Harvey, A. (2024, September 19). What makes a great youth ministry?. Arlington
Catholic Herald. https://www.catholicherald.com/article/local/what-makes-a-great-
youth-ministry/




Programs

GRADES K-2

GRADES 3-5

GRADES 6-8

Holy Friends
Contigo Theatre Company
Eucharistic Adoration

Tasting Tours
Holy Friends
Lectio Divina & Eucharistic

Street Hockey
3D Modeling
Lectio Divina & Eucharistic

CYCLE 1 , , ,
Baking Adoration Adoration
Sports Contigo Run Club Holy Friends
Science Experiments
Crazy Crafts Chess Cooking
LEGOs Crafty Thing Paper Chaos
CYCLE 2 Eucharistic Adoration Lectio Divina & Eucharistic Lectio Divina & Eucharistic
Mixed Media Art Adoration Adoration
Games Paper Chaos Painting
3D Modeling Upcycle
Master Chefs Baking Calligraphy
Sports Mixed Media Art Re-use it!
CYCLE 3 Eucharistic Adoration Eucharistic Adoration Lectio Divina & Eucharistic
Salvation History Re-use it! Adoration
Once Upon a Time Social Games Crochet
Social Games
Mondays with Mary Puppeteers Power Tools
ContigOlympics Super Natural Kitchen Ice Cream Delights
CYCLE 4 | Eucharistic Adoration Eucharistic Adoration Eucharistic Adoration
Puppeteers Sports Wood Burning Art
PenPals Social Games Social Games

\

Programs
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PROGRAM OVERVIEW
BELOVED WEDNESDAYS

Contigo’s “BelLoved Wednesday” program opens the Club to

visitors, especially those unable to commit to our full program. Each
Wednesday, our regular afterschool members welcome visitors to our
various activities and spiritual nourishment, including prayer before the

Blessed Sacrament.

Some have joined the program full-time after just a single visit! BeLoved
Wednesday participants take part in Lectio Divina, a meditative and
prayerful reading of Scripture, deepening their understanding of God’s
Word and increasing familiarity with the Bible through a new way of
prayer, then attend Adoration before taking a break for hot chocolate
and, afterward, homework help.

During Holy Week, BelLoved Wednesday participants are invited to
immerse themselves more deeply in the life of the Church. We took a
field trip to the Diocesan Chrism Mass to witness the consecration of
the holy oils, the presbyterate’s renewal of priestly promises, and to

see first hand the unity of our diocese. We hosted our own traditional
Seder Meal to better share the roots of our faith and understand the
significance of the Last Supper. Then we experience the Via Crucis, a
reenactment of the Way of the Cross, experiencing in a visceral way the
final steps of Christ before the Crucifiction.

66

My favorite Contigo memory from
this school year is seeing all the little
ones sitting at the foot of the altar
during adoration.

—Frances S., Volunteer




PROGRAM OVERVIEW
INTERNSHIP PROGRAM

Contigo Youth Club’s High School Internship Program provides
opportunities for high school students to develop essential professional
skills, grow in their faith, and contribute meaningfully to the community.

High Schoolers are typically referred from the parish Religious
Education program. Interested teens complete a thorough written
application, an interview, and reference checks. Following selection,
they participate in a week-long training experience before beginning
work for the summer.

Our interns gain hands-on experience in planning and running
programs. They are actively involved in every stage of program
development, from initial brainstorming sessions to execution and
evaluation. This process teaches them project management, problem-
solving, and teamwork, as they collaborate to create enriching activities
for the younger members of our club. Their involvement throughout the
process gives them an understanding of the complexities of program
logistics and the importance of attention to detail.

Being a role model is another vital aspect of our internship program.
Our high school interns aren’t just hired help, but instead become
examples and leaders to the younger children, demonstrating positive
behavior, leadership qualities, and a strong work ethic. They learn to set
a good example and that by being actively engaged with the kids, they
can inspire and motivate the younger members. This mentorship role
reinforces their sense of responsibility and underscores the impact they
have on others.

Most important, the Contigo Youth Club's high school internship
program enriches their personal growth and leadership abilities, setting
them on the road to future professional careers. We are proud of the
achievements of our interns this year and are committed to continuing
to provide a robust and transformative program that empowers the next
generation of leaders.

Last summer was one of the best
experiences I've ever had in my
life. Every day at camp | got the
opportunity to learn new things

... | got to develop the virtue of
patience.

— Genesis S., High School Intern

When | volunteered at this
camp, | loved it very much
... I learned many nice
things and | also really
enjoyed accompanying
the children.

— Yartiza G., High School Intern

66

This opportunity gives me
a lot of good experience
for future jobs and life in
general.

— Joanna G., High School Intern

21



PROGRAM OVERVIEW
PARISH CONNECTION

Contigo Youth Club is blessed to be resident at St. Anthony of
Padua parish, where we are an independent provider of Parish youth
activities. One of our great pleasures has been to help families whose
children have not yet received the sacraments. Contigo has assisted
families” enroliment in the parish's Religious Education program and
assisted numerous children in receiving the Sacraments. This year,
16 Contigo members received Baptism, First Communion, and/

or Confirmation, and 1 member was received into the church at the
Easter Vigil!

Our commitment goes beyond the basics. We invite children to
participate in and volunteer for church events, fostering in them a
sense of community and service. Contigo members take part in the
parish Corpus Christi Procession, bringing Christ to the streets and
instilling in them a sense of belonging and responsibility.

Programs

PROGRAM OVERVIEW
OTHER PROJECTS

Monthly Food Distribution
In partnership with St. James Social Outreach's Food Distribution, we
provided 6 Contigo families with groceries each month.

School Events

In partnership with St. Anthony Catholic School, Contigo worked with
students at all grade levels to participate in the school assemblies and
the parish’s school year theme: “Whatsoever you do for them you do
for Me,” Matthew 25:40.

Spiritual Response Team (SRT)

Contigo staff continues to actively participate in St. Anthony's Spiritual
Response Team, which spearheads initiatives to prayerfully and actively
respond to issues within the parish boundaries, combatting gangs,
human trafficking, violence, drug abuse and addiction. The team meets
monthly to work and pray the rosary.

Juan Diego Futbdl Club
Contigo staff began making connections with high school teens by
hosting soccer training and competitions at the parish.

23
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SUPPORTERS
INDIVIDUAL DONORS

OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE
$4000+

Carole & Larry Morris
Lacey Woolf

JUAN DIEGO
$2000-3999

Renee & Michael Fuentes
Stephen & Margaret Gabriel
Tobias & Mary Naegele

JOSE SANCHEZ DEL RIO
$1000-1999

Jose Aguirre

Alan Cam

Roger & Barbara Furey
Benjamin Gottemoller
Carmen Badinelli
Celine Castronuovo
Cromwell Enage

Ed Bagdon

Harvey Mifano

JP & Peyton Kuhlman
Kassandra Kozlowski
Kat Reller

Kevin Harley

Maura Lowell

Rich & Jackie Boak
Robert Minano

Rohit Fonseca
Theresa DeCelle

PIER GIORGIO FRASSATI

$500-999

Basilio Perez

Carmen Bricefo

Donal Mac Manus

Elisa Hart

Emily L. Lund

Eric Sega

Fr. John Paul Heisler
Gina Hackett

Lauren McArdle
Michael & Marcella Hadeed
Marie Landry

Matthew Dalton

Maxine Clark

Nick & Katrina Courtney
Sophie Sachs

Vanessa Santos
Victoria Smith

CARLO ACUTIS
$1-499

Alex & Andy Gonzalez
Andrea & Dinora Lanari
Anne Gullen

Barbara Brophy
Barbara Pagos
Barbara Sikorska
Kenneth & Bich-Thuy Sault
Brady & Erin Dugan
Carissa Purcell

Carlos Chavez
Catherine Shiner
Charles Heeter
Charles Roberts
Clare Rowan

Conrad Meyer

David Eyrich

Diana Atlee

Mike & Donna Casey
Freddy Mifano

Gale Baker

Inyoung Kwon
Jacqueline Hafner

Jordan Derby
Joseph Francis

Juan & Giovanna Piragua
Kristen Gargiulo
Kristina Garza

Laura Hales

Laura Boak

Laurie Oberembt
Margaret Singletary
Maria Arevalo
Marianne Madiedo
Marlen Baiza

Mary McGonigle
Mary Barrett

Mary Tanzer
Matthew Whitehead
Michelle Francis
Mike & Suzan Cummins
Nancy Seward
Nancy Genovese
Norma Kemp

Oscar Rondon
Pamela Sanchez
Paul Dow

Rev. Zinjin Iglesia
Robert Urban

Sarah Chadbourn
Shep & Verona Oliver
Sophia Sheehy
Stephen Hodson
Susan Jackson
Timothy Naegele
Tom & Ann Francis
Vincent Cannava
Vincent & Jennifer Cassella

SUPPORTERS

SPONSORS & PARTNERS

’
l CATHOLIC CHURCH

REAL ESTATE

SHENANDOAH

" NATIONAL PARK TRUST




HAP P pipchd g
VAL

MRCUASSPA

FINANCIAL REPORT
BREAKDOWN

At Contigo Youth Club, we take pride in ensuring that every
dollar is responsibly allocated to maximize our impact. By
closely monitoring our expenses and income, we ensure
that our resources are invested directly in support of our
programs and initiatives.

We are regularly finding ways to lower costs. This year, we
replaced our printer with one that saves us hundreds per
year in ink costs, and switched to an insurance company
that specifically serves church youth programs, allowing

us to avoid unnecessary coverage and save thousands of
dollars. Moving forward, we plan on transitioning our current
donors to a new donation management platform, which will
eliminate all donor management software expenses.

Our board of directors has played an important role in
strengthening our financial foundation. Through their
extensive networks and expertise, they have connected us
with generous benefactors and valuable resources. These
connections have not only provided us with consistent
financial support but have also opened doors to new
opportunities for collaboration and growth. The board's
dedication and proactive approach have been instrumental
in securing the funding necessary to sustain and expand our
programs.

Thanks to these combined efforts, Contigo Youth Club has
achieved stable finances that position us for future growth.
We remain committed to maintaining this high standard of
financial integrity and to being responsible stewards of the
resources entrusted to us, as we look forward to another
year of positive impact.

Revenue

Expenses

FEB 2021 JUNE 2022 JUNE 2023

MAY 2022 MAY 2023 MAY 2024
Individual Contributions $19,146 $65,883 $72,040 -
Camp Contigo Registration Fees - $21,670 $33,502
Contigo Youth Club Registration Fees - $13,319 $13,322
Contigo Study Center Registration Fees - $4,179 -
Spirit Wear Sales - $576 $507
Fundraising Sales - $1,884 $2,666
Corporate Grant - $5,000 $7,500 -
Board Membership Dues $675 $450 -
Total Revenue $19,821.04 $112,963 $129,539

FEB 2021 JUNE 2022 JUNE 2023
MAY 2022 MAY 2023 MAY 2024
Personnel
Salaries & Payroll $1,878.14 $56,990 $50,854
Payroll Taxes - $17,338 $14,978
Health Insurance - $8,661 $10,019
Total Personnel $1,878.04 $82,989.77 $84,180.78
Program Expenses
Contigo Youth Club - $9,056 $6,030
Camp Contigo - $14,499 $9,312
Contigo Study Center - $950 -
Program Expenses Total $0 $23,554 $15,342
Administrative Expenses
Fundraising Expenses $39 $425 $340
Donor Management Software & Fees $371 $2,465 $2,427 -
Spirit Wear - $572 $803
Subscriptions & Memberships $5 $425 $610
Stir.])k Charges (Bank, Square, and Paypal fees, ) $230 $275
Office Expenses (Printing, paper, ink, etc.) - $1,894 $1,054
Legal Fees & Registrations $700 $155 $125
General Insurance $6,121 $3,710
Administrative Expenses Total $1,115 $12,287 $9,004
Total Expenses $2,993 $118,830 $108,527

Financial

Indlividual contributions 66.3%
of annual expenses.

In addtion, Contigo recieved
a $30,000 grant at the end
of May 2024 not listed here
because of its allocation for
the 2024-2025 fiscal year

We are currently working on
transitioning our current donors
to a new donation management
platforms, which will eliminate
all donor management software
expenses.
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hello@contigoyouth:

Mailing Address Website
1617 N Abingdon St. www.contigoyouth.org
Arlington, VA 22207




